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think he would want to know is, does it count?
You bet it does. It counts, Al, and we thank
you. We love you, and we bid you Godspeed.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:12 p.m. at the
Lisner Auditorium. In his remarks, he referred
to Albert Shanker’s widow, Eadie.

Message on the Rollout of the F–22 Raptor Fighter
April 9, 1997

Today marks a major milestone in the defense
of our nation. The introduction of the F–22
Raptor air superiority fighter culminates over
10 years of dedicated hard work by thousands
of people across the country, the vision and
long-range planning of congressional leaders,
and the leadership of three Presidents. But per-
haps more than anything else, it is proof positive
of the know-how and can-do spirit of America’s
most valuable asset—the American work force.

Today’s ceremony is more than just the ‘‘roll-
out’’ of a new fighter aircraft. It is a tribute
to the American worker and testimony to the
skill, training, and dedication of our people.

Across 46 states and in hundreds of companies,
large and small, these men and women have
come together to produce this catalyst for a
revolution in air power. I’m proud to salute all
those who have gathered for this event and to
wish everyone associated with the F–22 much
success as it moves into the flight test phase
of its development program.

BILL CLINTON

NOTE: This message was read at the rollout cere-
mony for the aircraft at Dobbins Air Force Base
in Marietta, GA.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on Science and
Technology
April 9, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
A passion for discovery and a sense of adven-

ture have always driven this Nation forward.
These deeply rooted American qualifies spur our
determination to explore new scientific frontiers
and spark our can-do spirit of technological in-
novation. Continued American leadership de-
pends on our enduring commitment to science,
to technology, to learning, to research.

Science and technology are transforming our
world, providing an age of possibility and a time
of change as profound as we have seen in a
century. We are well-prepared to shape this
change and seize the opportunities so as to en-
able every American to make the most of their
God-given promise. One of the most important
ways to realize this vision is through thoughtful
investments in science and technology. Such in-
vestments drive economic growth, generate new
knowledge, create new jobs, build new indus-

tries, ensure our national security, protect the
environment, and improve the health and quality
of life of our people.

This biennial report to the Congress brings
together numerous elements of our integrated
investment agenda to promote scientific re-
search, catalyze technological innovation, sustain
a sound business environment for research and
development, strengthen national security, build
global stability, and advance educational quality
and equality from grade school to graduate
school. Many achievements are presented in the
report, together with scientific and technological
opportunities deserving greater emphasis in the
coming years.

Most of the Federal research and education
investment portfolio enjoyed bipartisan support
during my first Administration. With the start
of a new Administration, I hope to extend this
partnership with the Congress across the entire
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science and technology portfolio. Such a part-
nership to stimulate scientific discovery and new
technologies will take America into the new cen-
tury well-equipped for the challenges and oppor-
tunities that lie ahead.

The future, it is often said, has no constitu-
ency. But the truth is, we must all be the con-
stituency of the future. We have a duty—to
ourselves, to our children, to future genera-

tions—to make these farsighted investments in
science and technology to help us master this
moment of change and to build a better Amer-
ica for the 21st century.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
April 9, 1997.

Remarks on the Implementation of Welfare Reform and an Exchange With
Reporters
April 10, 1997

The President. Welcome to the members of
the Cabinet and their representatives as well
as to the members of the press. One month
ago, I directed the members of the Cabinet
to do everything they can to hire people off
the welfare rolls into available jobs in Govern-
ment. And I asked the Vice President to lead
and coordinate this effort. Today we are here
to receive each agency’s specific plans to do
that.

We have the good fortune to begin with some
encouraging news. Today I am pleased to report
that over the last 4 years, from January of ’93
to January of ’97, America’s welfare rolls de-
clined by 2.8 million people. The welfare rolls
have now declined by as much in the past 4
years as they increased in the previous 25 years.
And that’s a great tribute to all of those who
worked on welfare reform as well as to the
strength of the American economy.

In the next 4 years, we have to move another
2 million people off welfare to meet the targets
of the welfare reform law. We have all got to
take responsibility to see that the jobs are there
so that people can leave welfare and become
permanent members of the work force. Of
course, the vast majority of these jobs will have
to come from the private sector. And I will
convene a meeting of business leaders here at
the White House next month to talk about what
more can be done to aid that endeavor. I also
want to say that the members of the Cabinet
that have special responsibility there will be
doing more. And I’m glad to announce today
that, at the initiative of Aida Alvarez, Betsy
Myers, the Director of Women’s Outreach here

at the White House, will leave the White House
and move to the Small Business Administration
to coordinate a new effort there to encourage
small- and women-owned businesses to hire
people from welfare to work.

But the Government must do its share as
well. The Federal Government, after all, is a
large employer in the United States. We employ
a little over one percent of the total work force
of our country. Today I’m pleased to announce
that we will hire at least 10,000 welfare recipi-
ents over the next 4 years, and we will urge
private contractors that work with Government
to hire people off welfare as well.

I’m especially pleased that six of those who
will be hired from the welfare rolls will work
right here in the White House. Now, let me
be clear: These will not be make-work jobs.
These will be jobs that actually need to be ful-
filled, work that needs to be done for the Amer-
ican people. We will demand the highest per-
formance from the new employees and insist
that they live up to their responsibilities. But
we will also offer them a chance at a new begin-
ning.

Today we have with us two former welfare
recipients who have found that new beginning.
The Vice President and I just had the honor
of meeting with them in the Oval Office. They
are on my left. To my far left is Rebecca Wilson
of Clinton, Iowa. That has a nice ring to it.
[Laughter] She is a single mother of two who
was on welfare, working and attending and—
then while she was attending Clinton Commu-
nity College. Last year, she got a part-time job
as a clerk in her local Social Security office.
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